


(f) Measures to enhance understanding, coordination and
cooperation with regard to climate change induced
displacement, migration and planned relocation, where
appropriate, at the national, regional and international levels.

CANCUN ADAPTATION FRAMEWORK 2010 



Migration as an adaptation strategy.

Migration in the context of the loss & damage discourse.
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Why is migration important for climate 
change adaptation?

• Adaptation can help to avert, minimize and address climate displacement as a potential 
negative impact of climate change.

• At the same time, well-managed forms of migration (e.g. evacuations, planned relocation, 
labour migration) can contribute to increasing adaptation.

• Displaced persons and migrants are often amongst the most vulnerable categories to the 
impacts of climate change



“Outcomes of climate-related migration are 

highly variable with socio-economic factors 

and household resources affecting migration 

success (high confidence). The more agency 

migrants have (i.e. the degree of voluntarity

and freedom of movement), the greater the 

potential benefits for sending and receiving 

areas (high agreement, medium evidence). 

Displacement or low-agency migration is 

associated with poor health, wellbeing and 

socio-economic outcomes for migrants, and 

returns fewer benefits to sending or receiving 

communities (high agreement, medium 

evidence).”



Migration pathways in contexts of climate change
Disaster 
displacement

Migrants in 
vulnerable 
situations

Evacuation Labour migration Planned relocation Immobility

“The movement of 
persons who have 
been forced or 
obliged to leave 
their homes or 
places of habitual 
residence as a result 
of a disaster or in 
order to avoid the 
impact of an 
immediate and 
foreseeable natural 
hazard”.
(Adapted from the 
Nansen Initiative, 
2015)

Due to their 
precarious 
situation, 
migrants, 
internally 
displaced persons 
and other people 
on the move are 
vulnerable to 
hazards. The Paris 
Agreement for 
instance mentions 
the impact of 
climate change on 
migrants.

“Facilitation or 
organization of 
transfer of 
individuals or 
groups from one 
area/locality to 
another in order 
to ensure their 
security, safety 
and well‐being” 
(Global 
Protection 
Cluster Working 
Group)

Labour migration 
is an established 
and traditional risk 
management 
strategy for 
families and 
households, 
including to 
manage climate 
risks. 
Remittances can 
allow familities of 
migrants to stay in 
communities and 
better adapt.

“A planned process in 
which persons or 
groups of persons 
move or are assisted 
to move away from 
their homes or place 
of temporary 
residence, are settled 
in a new location, 
and provided with 
the conditions for 
rebuilding their lives” 
(Georgetown, IOM, 
UNHCR)

Situation of 
populations 
who do not 
want or cannot 
move despite 
being affected 
or exposed to 
climate hazards.



IOM, 

2018

Slycan

Trust, 

2023



2018:
“National adaptation policies:

39 out of the 50 documents reviewed 
from 37 Parties, 30 Parties (or 81 per 
cent) mention human mobility in the 
context of climate change. Parties 
developed their climate change adaptation 
policies between 2005 and 2017, with a 
peak in 2012 and 2013. This is a significant 
proportion that seems to indicate that 
greater awareness of human mobility in 
national climate policy has been achieved, 
although it should also be mentioned that 
only 43 Parties (out of 197) have 
submitted a national adaptation policy to 
UNFCCC registries”.



2018:

Integrate

81%

Do not 

integrate

19%

Adaptation policies Total: 
50 instruments



As of March 23rd, 2022, 33 countries have submitted 
their NAPs to the UNFCCC, mainly from Africa (12), 
Latin America (10), and the Asia-Pacific (10). Many of the 
NAPs submitted refer to human mobility in the context 
of climate change adaptation. However, in many cases, 
there are no concrete goals or actions to address 
migration, disaster displacement, or planned relocation.

The majority of these NAPs share a number of priority 
sectors for adaptation, such as food systems (100%), 
human health (88%), water resources and sanitation 
(88%), natural ecosystems and biodiversity (79%), 
infrastructure, land use, and transport (70%), and human 
settlements (52%). Other recurring sectors include 
tourism (45%), coastal and marine (45%), disaster and 
climate risk management (42%), and forestry (39%). 

It is therefore important to identify and understand the 
linkages between different forms of human mobility and 
these priority sectors for adaptation.



“Out of 40 NAPs submitted to the UNFCCC 

and NAP Central (as of March 2023), 82.5% 

reference one or more forms of human 

mobility. However, only 70% of NAPs contain 

concrete provisions or commitments to 

address mobility in some way.

Out of these 33 NAPs, 49% come from 

countries in Africa, 30% from Latin America 

and the Caribbean, and 21% from the Asia-

Pacific region. The most referenced forms of 

human mobility in them are displacement 

(70%) and migration (65%), followed by 

relocation (52.5%).”



NAP Central: March 2023 NAPs from 42 Parties



Recent 
additions: 
Ecuador and 
Argentina
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