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How can cities cope with a changing climate?
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OVERVIEW

– Cities and Climate Change

– A conceptual Framework

– National Policies

– Citywide plans

– Local action

– Financing urban climate change action
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CITIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE
WHY CITIES?
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– Action in cities is essential to 
climate change action

– Rapid Urbanization means 
that risks are increasing

– Urban systems are complex 
and linked with other systems

– The Paris Agreement, the 
Sendai Framework, the SDGs 
and the New Urban Agenda 
clearly establish the link 
between Climate Change and 
Cities

Yet

– Not all NDCs have specific 
urban content
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GLOBAL AGREEMENTS
FOR LOCAL CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION



National Framework: 
Urban Policies 

(National Urban Policy)
Climate Change Policies 
(multi-level governance)

National Framework
- Policies
- Financing
- Capacities 
- Institutions

Climate Financing 
for local action

(national and international)

Institutions
(Strengthened Institutions)

Capacities
(Capacitated Individuals)

Local/urban
Development 

Urban Climate
Change Adaptation

and Disaster
Resilience

Urban Climate 
Change 

Mitigation

Local Action
- Sustainable

- Resilient
- Low Emission 

Integrated
CC StrategyUrban LEDS

CC
& disaster
resilient

Development 

Sustainable 
Urban Climate

Change 
compatible 

Dev

Global and Regional  
Processes

5

A CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
SUSTAINABLE, RESILIENT AND CLIMATE SMART URBAN DEVELOPMENT



NATIONAL POLICIES
CLIMATE CHANGE AND URBAN POLICIES
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- Addressing Urban Issues in 

National Climate Change Policies

- Addressing Climate Change in 

National Urban Policy

- How-to Tool and support to six 

countries:
Bangladesh

Myanmar

Philippines

Solomon Islands

Sri Lanka

Viet Nam



CITY-WIDE PLANNING
VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTS, ACTION PLANS AND MAINSTREAMING
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- Climate Change Vulnerability 

Assessments

- Climate Change and Resilience 

Action Plans

- Mainstreaming of Climate Change 

into Plans



LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION
USING RESILIENT PLANNING AND DESIGN APPROACHES
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LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION
DESIGN EXAMPLES
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Resilience benefits: 
Mitigation of urban heat island effect through urban ventilation 
and green infrastructure; flood prevention and water retention 

Resilience benefits: Flood prevention, 
alleviation of traffic congestion



LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION
ELEMENTS OF A CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
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1. Urban Planning & Land 
Development

2. Housing

3. Infrastructure

4. Water, Sanitation and Waste

5. Ecosystem Services and Coastal 
Processes

6. Human Health and Well-being

7. Communication: Awareness and 
Education

8. Livelihoods and Behaviour Change

9. Disaster Preparedness and 
Response

10. Governance and Partnerships



FINANCING LOCAL CLIMATE ACTION
EXISTING AND EMERGING OPTIONS
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Urban 
Climate 
Finance

Multilateral 
finance

National 
Finance

Private 
Finance

Bonds PPP



Find us online
Global CCCI Programme
www.unhabitat.org/ccci

Country-level documentation
http://www.fukuoka.unhabitat.org/programmes/ccci/index_en.html

YouTube (Hoi An, Pakse, Sihanoukville)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BMyk9kUWHs&list=PLTQZbEc6Bv592lrgiA07BPscJJ_x1vpUs

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CCCIAP


