Sri Lanka’s responses to the Questions given for the panel discussion at the
Plenary on 15" July at the NP Expo 2016

1. What are the priorities in your NAP?

Sri Lanka, as a tropical Island in the Indean Ocean, is also highly vulnerable to
adverse effects of climate change such as longest droughts due to monsoon pattern
changed, flash floods due to intensive rainfall, landslides in central highlands, and
sea level rise due to melting glaciers in the Poles and ice caps in the Himalayan
region. Recognizing the need of building resilience of vulnerable communities to
meet such adverse effects, Sri Lanka has developed the NAP, addressing the most
venerable sectors through wider stakeholder consultations. In this context, most
vulnerable 9 sectors and 10 cross cutting areas have been identified as priority
areas for adaptation to climate change and adaptation options with remedial actions

to be implemented. The most vulnerable sectors are;

I. Food security
a. agriculture, livestock and fisheries
.  Water
ii.  Coastal and marine
Iv. Health
v. Human settlements and infrastructure
vi. Ecosystems and biodiversity
vii.  Tourism and recreation
viii.  Export agriculture sector

IX.  Industry, energy and transportation



In addition the above mentioned 9 sectors, cross cutting national needs for climate
change adaptation also have been identified in order for effective implementation

of the NAP of Sri Lanka. they are as follows;

I. policy, legal, economic and governance issues

Ii. Institutional development and coordination

li. International cooperation and partnership

Iv. Resource mobilization

V. Research and development

vi. Technology transfer and standards
vii. Building of adaptive capacity of communities
viii. Education, training and awareness

iX. Climate- induced disaster risk management

X. Climate information management

During the consultation process of NAP preparation we were able to identify
following areas as priority should be giving in order to implement the NAP

efficiently and effectively.

1. Capacity building of field level officials and beneficiaries, specially farmers
as they are having a poor knowledge on climate change impacts as well as
adaptation actions to be taken. Therefore building capacity and creating
awareness would be utmost priority should be given.

2. Also during the NAP preparation process we were able to identify that there
are a huge gap of data and information availability on climate change
impacts and vulnerability including losses and damages. Therefore, in Sri
Lanka we have identified that to collect data and information, there is a need

of establishing databases and sharing information network for enabling



vulnerable communities and policy makers, implementers to use such data
for building the resilience of vulnerable sectors geographical areas and
communities.

3. In order to fill the gaps of data and information, many research and
assessment have to be conducted.

4. In order to motivate beneficiaries, we identified that some Incentive schemes
to be introduced specially to meet the incremental cost of adaptation actions
at least low interest credit as well as technical knowhow and guidance.

5. Also we identified that as an utmost priority should be given to new/
strengthened policy and legal frameworks and institutional setups to be
established to facilitate an enable environment to implement adaptation

actions in very efficient and effective manner.

2. What is your strategy for next steps for implementation?
Although, NAP of Sri Lanka has been finalized in very recently and not yet
submitted to the UNFCCC by officially yet, it has been uploaded in to the web site
of CCS for the public to obtain further comments and suggestions. The NAP has
been identified itself the implementation mechanism which is indicated in the one
of chapters. However, | would like to highlight at this forum what are the next

steps that Sri Lanka has planned.

1. Government endorsement for the prepared NAP

2. Launching of Sri Lanka NAP at the Official Opening Ceremony of the 5%
Asia Pacific Adaptation Forum Awareness and Sri Lanka - NEXT : Blue
Green Era National Events in Oct. 2016

3. Submission of Sri Lanka NAP to UNFCCC

4. Developing Proposals for funding



5. Establishing proposed Implementation mechanism and starting NAP

implementation

3. What lessons have you learned in undertaking your process of

formulating and implementing NAPs?

1. Lack of knowledge of stakeholder on climate change impacts and NAP
development process

2. Needs of Capacity Building of stakeholders to address adverse effects of
climate change

3. Unwillingness of undertaking responsibility on climate induced
vulnerability.

4. Insufficient / limited funding for stakeholder participation and wider
engagement

5. Assurance of continuous participation for stakeholder consultations

4. Have you identified a strategy to sustain the NAP process?

We have developed the NAP based on the current trends and future scenarios.
Identified 9 sectors very specially focused with the country’s situation and need,
especially looking at its environmental conditions, economy, social and cultural
situations and so on. Within this NAP process we try to adhere to the current
success implementing methods and introduce new mechanism to gain more

effective results.

Considering the sustainability of the NAP process, the proposed implementation
mechanism of the NAP itself, the existing already established institutional

mechanisms such as Inter Agency Coordinating Committee on Climate Change



and the Climate Change Expert Committees for Adaptation will be utilized for
guiding, supervising, facilitating, monitoring and evaluating the implementation of
Sri Lanka’s NAP efficiently and effectively with the proposed NAP coordinating
committee, working group for cross cutting needs and sectoral climate adaptation

cells.

Further, I would like to emphasize at this forum that almost all the vulnerable areas
identified in our NAP have been incorporated into our INDCs. In order to
implement our submitted INDCs/ NDCs after ratifying the Paris Agreement, Sri
Lanka has already initiated the establishing of Climate Change Commission with a

regulation power through a new Climate Change Act of Sri Lanka.



