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Capturing baselines: Understanding the
current status of climate change adaptation

and resilience
Disaster risk assessment and climate
change adaptation links: Experience of

Gambia
Alpha A.K. Jallow (UNFCCC FP)



Gambia in brief

Total geographical area:

11,300° KMs

Administrative areas:

5 Re. & 2 Municipalities

Total population:

1.8 million (M:49.5%, F:50.5%)
Density of population:

176.1 per square KM

Urban population (%): 56.4
Agricultural arable land (%): 54% (5,500 Sq.Km)
Forest land (%): 42.0

Human Development Index: 0.439
GDP: 4.6% (2013)



Gambia Climate & major climate related
hazards experienced in the Gambia

Drought,

Flood,

Insect infection,

Storm,

Wild fire

Average rainfall: 850 mm-1200 mm

98% rainfall occur during June to October
Average number of rainy days:

2 54 days in the coastal areas ,

- 31 days in in the eastern areas
Average temperatures range : 18 to 33 degrees



Impact of floods in 2013
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Hazard and risk ranking

Risk Likelihood Impact risk
identified risk

Disease 4.00 4.55
outbreak

Flood 4.20 4.18
Drought 3.75 4.25
Fire 3.73 3.23

Pest invasion 3.00 3.00

Source: NCP 2014



Linking Adaptation and DRM & R

“*Hazard Mapping and Vulnerability Assessment

“*Decentralization of Disaster Management across the county
to enhance DR Assessment and Manage response measures

“*Establishing DRR and CCA Platform chaired by the Minister
Environment and climate change

“ Integration of DRR and CCA into National Development
plans and policies

“ Development of a National Climate Change Policy (basic
foundation the NAPS)

“* Adequate institutional arrangement for coordination at all leve
on adaption activities.

*»*Close collaboration between the CC Ministry the Agency
responsible for Disaster Management



MAINSTREAMING DRR AND CCA

The Gambia through NDMA and with support of UN

agencies Is mainstreaming DRR and CCA at various
levels.

Focusing In three major areas: Knowledge
Management, Capacity building and Advocacy.

Knowledge Management (KM):
Capacity Building (CB):
Advocacy (A):



Current status o the NAPs

* The process launched with support from
UNDP and NAPs-GSP,

A Road Map developed,

« Some activities in the Road map being done
by some projects,

» Exploiting other avenues of funding for the
remaining activities
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